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Reflecting on the past,
Powering the future.



A Message From...
Robert Poehling, Executive Director/CEO

On behalf of the NMPP Energy coalition of organizations, welcome to the 2025 NMPP Energy 
Annual Conference! 

This year’s conference marks the 50th anniversary of the creation of the Nebraska Municipal Power 
Pool, the founding organization of what would eventually evolve into the NMPP Energy coalition of 
organizations. 

I’m looking forward to this conference and the chance to engage with municipal representatives, 
sponsors and presenters. Each year we strive to provide value by having timely topics, excellent 
speakers and plenty of opportunities for you to network with your peers and industry colleagues.
 
This year’s conference includes timely topics on:
•   Ethics and fraud in municipal government
•   Physical and cyber threats impacting the energy industry
•   Community solar developments
•   An overview of the current natural gas environment
•   A state issues panel presentation
•   The annual Awards Banquet and much more! 

I’d like to personally thank you for taking time out of your schedule to attend this year’s conference, 
which is being held at the Embassy Suites for the first time. I also want to thank our many 
conference sponsors. Without their support, this conference would not be possible. I encourage 
you to visit with these important resource providers to learn about the products and services they 
can provide your community.

If there is anything you need while attending the conference, please do not hesitate to ask me or 
any of the NMPP Energy team. We’re here to ensure you have a great experience!



NMPP Energy Champions are businesses and organizations that support NMPP 
Energy’s effort to provide products and services to communities. For information on 
becoming a Champion business, contact Mandy Hansen at (402)-473-8259. 

COMMUNITY/UTILITY SERVICES & SUPPLIES
Border States Electric
Emerald Transformer

EnergySolutions
GenPro Energy Solutions
Great Plains Power, LLC
Hometown Connections

JK Energy Consulting, LLC
RESCO

Sapp Bros. Petroleum
Secured Energy Leader

Sunbelt-Solomon Solutions
Premier Energy, LLC

ENGINEERING
Cross Canyon Engineering, LLC

Farabee Mechanical, Inc.
Farris Engineering

JEO Consulting Group
Olsson

RVW, Inc.
SEL Engineering Services, Inc.

Toth & Associates, Inc.

FINANCIAL
D.A. Davidson & Co. 

FNBO
Nebraska Energy Federal Credit Union

Nebraska Liquid Asset Fund
Piper Sandler & Co.

 INSURANCE
UNICO Group

Marsh & McClennan Agency

LEGAL
Chapman and Cutler LLP
Spiegel & McDiarmid LLP

REGULATORY/COMPLIANCE 
Air Regulations Consulting, LLC

SOFTWARE/TECHNOLOGY
inHANCE Utilities

Quanta Technology

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
Allo Communications

NMPP Energy Champions





All sessions will take place in Regents rooms. Scan the QR code below for 
full agenda details.

Conference Highlights

Keynote Speaker Bill Busch, Wednesday, 8-9:30 AM, Regents A

Breakout Sessions, Wednesday, 10-11 AM & 1:30-2:30 PM, Regents D & F

State Issues Legislative Panel, Wednesday, 11-Noon, Regents A

Roundtable Sessions, Wednesday, 3-4:45 PM, Regents A

Mutual Aid and Disaster Recovery Programs, Thursday, 8-9:15 AM, Regents A

Security Threats to Critical Infrastructure & Growing Cyber Threat, Thursday, 9:30-10:30 AM, Regents A



Conference Schedule
2:00 PM
Registration/Exhibitor Setup.........................................................Preconference Area Registration Desk       

2:00-3:30 PM
ACE Board of Directors Meeting..................................................NMPP Energy Office

4:30-6:30 PM
Reception with Sponsors...............................................................Regents C & E

Dinner
On Your Own to Enjoy Lincoln Dining Opportunities

 
6:00-9:00 AM
Embassy Suites Breakfast..............................................................Embassy Atrium

7:30 AM
Registration/Exhibit Booths Open................................................Regents C & E	

8:00-9:30 AM
Opening/Keynote Speaker..........................................................Regents A
Coach Bill Busch - “Successfully Navigating Life’s Turnovers”

9:30-10:00 AM 
Break/Visit Sponsor Booths..........................................................Regents C & E

10:00-11:00 AM 
Breakout Sessions
The Energy Authority - Natural Gas Market Conditions.............Regents D

10:00-11:00 AM 
Breakout Sessions 
Sandhills Energy - Community Scale Solar: 
From Conception to Operations...................................................Regents F

11:00-12:00 PM 
State Issues Legislative Panel........................................................Regents A

12:00-1:00 PM 
Lunch/Sponsor Introductions........................................................Regents B

18
TUE

19
WED



1:30-2:30 PM 
Breakout Sessions
Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) Hydro Update (Virtual)....................... Regents D

1:30-2:30 PM 
Breakout Sessions 
Nebraska State Auditor’s Office – Ethics and Fraud in Government..........................Regents F

2:30-3:00 PM
Break/Visit Sponsor Booths............................................................................................Regents C & E

3:00-4:45 PM
Roundtable Sessions........................................................................................................Regents A

5:30 PM
Social Time.......................................................................................................................Regents B

6:30 PM 
Awards and Banquet.......................................................................................................Regents B

6:00-9:00 AM
Embassy Suites Breakfast................................................................................................Embassy Atrium

8:00-9:15 AM
American Public Power Association (APPA)..................................................................Regents A
Mutual Aid & Disaster Recovery Program

9:30-10:30 AM 
Wade Greening, FBI – Physical Security/Cyber Attacks............................................Regents A	
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A Division I football coach for more than 30 years, Coach Bill Busch’s story will 
highly entertain and inspire conference attendees. A cold call to legendary 
Nebraska football Coach Tom Osborne launched Busch’s 30-plus year 
coaching career at college football’s highest level. You don’t have to be sports-
minded to appreciate Bill’s message. He has a gift for engaging audiences 
by transforming his experiences into unique and memorable lessons. Most 
recently, he serves as a co-host on the “Early Break” radio show in Lincoln, 
Neb. His infectious personality has helped contribute to the show being the 
most listened-to radio show in Nebraska.

Bill Busch - Keynote Speaker
“Successfully Navigating Life’s Turnovers”

Overview of Today’s Natural Gas Market

Ethics and Fraud in Government

Western Area Power Administration Hydro Update (Virtual presentation)

Community Scale Solar: From Conception to Operations

Security Threats to Critical Infrastructure and the Growing Cyber Threat

State Panel Legislative Sessions

APPA Mutual Aid and Disaster Recovery Program

Michael Gehring 

Michael will provide an overview of today’s natural gas market along with other 
current trends in the energy industry. Michael leads his team at The Energy Authority 
in developing customized forward hedging solutions for TEA clients, which includes 
the Municipal Energy Agency of Nebraska. He is heavily involved in TEA’s in-house 
fundamentals-based energy market analysis.

Director, Portfolio Management and Analytics - The Energy Authority

2025 Annual Conference Speakers

Craig will provide insight on what to look for in audits through case studies on fraud as well as case studies showing what 
can happen when people make unethical decisions.

Brent will share the latest activities and information regarding WAPA’s federal hydro allocations.

Brian and Kyle will talk about the lifecycle of the development and construction process of behind-the-meter solar  
generation on municpal grids.

U.S. adversaries are continually seeking to disrupt the country’s critical infrastructure, including targeting critical infra-
structure through innovative means. Wade will provide a presentation on counterterrorism and counterintelligence 
threats toward critical infrastructure, particularly the energy sector.

Legislative lobbyists from Iowa, Colorado and Nebraska will highlight current happenings of each of their respective 
2025 state legislatures.

Giacomo and Fredrick will provide an overview of the public power mutual aid process and the importance of these 
programs, including the roles and responsibilities of utilities, states and national coordinators and how to request and 
coordinate mutual aid resources.

Longtime Football Coach and Sports Talk Show Personality

Craig Kubicek, Nebraska State Auditor’s Office

Giacomo Wray, Operations Services Manager, American Public Power Association 
Fredrick Rumery, Supervisor of Project Management, Lincoln Electric System

Brent Osiek, VP of Power Marketing for Colorado River Storage Project

Brian Boerner, SVP Development, Kyle Gorsuch, Director of Operations and Maintenance, Sandhills Energy

Wade Greening, FBI Supervisory Intelligence Analyst



ROUNDTABLE SESSIONS
Conference attendees will have the opportunity to participate in three 25-minute table sessions of their choice.
Eight roundtable sessions will run concurrently from 3-4:45 p.m. in Regents A on Wednesday, March 19.

The Upside and Downside 
of Unified Utility Solutions
InHANCE Utilities/PowerManager
Isabelle McCarthy, Marketing Specialist
Andrew Jordan, Executive Vice President
 
Managing a utility office often means switching between 
different software platforms for customer service, billing, 
payroll, accounting, financials and inventory, resulting 
in a process that’s time-consuming and inefficient. This 
session will discuss the pros and cons of unified, centralized 
solutions versus those from managing utility functions in 
multiple disparate systems.

GIS Mapping Technologies
RVW, Inc.
Jim Herchenbach, Electrical System Analyst & GIS Specialist 

This session will provide an overview on Geographic 
Information System (GIS) mapping technology with a focus 
on urban areas, highlighting the tools and trends of a basic 
GIS system. Additionally, it will touch on maintenance and 
common issues associated with GIS systems.

Utility Technology Planning and Deployment 
Katama Technologies
Scott Durham, Partner/Sr. Consultant

Advancement of emerging technologies is having a 
profound impact on our business operations, service delivery 
and customer management. This session will review and 
focus on how to develop a technology plan that is aligned 
with strategic goals and maximizes long-term value across 
the utility.

RTOs, Demand Response and Aggregations 
Related to FERC Orders 2222 and 719
Healy Law Offices, LLC
Heather Starnes, Attorney

Learn the basics about FERC Orders 719 and 2222 regarding 
demand response and aggregations of distributed energy 
resources and how these orders may impact your cities. 
Understand the applicability of the opt-in and opt-out 
provisions of each and help your city to assess its options 
and make decisions to best ensure your city protects 
its ability to manage its generation and load and ensure 
reliability.

Power Optimization
Secured Energy/PowerHouse
Paul Wohl, Consultant

This session will discuss how to increase capacity and raise 
the power factor to consume power more efficiently within 
your electric distribution system.

What to do About Nitrates 
in Public Drinking Water
Groundwater Solutions Group, LLC
Tom Christopherson, Owner

This presentation will illustrate the need for abundant high-
quality groundwater and the methods and technology for 
water quantity restoration. The presentation will focus on the 
efforts to identify the water wells that can be restructured 
to restore intended use of the well or how to permanently 
seal the well to preserve the site. Case histories where 
such methods were used to improve water quality will be 
presented.

The Importance of Utility Rate
Design Planning
JK Energy Consulting, LLC
John Krajewski, Consultant

This session will focus on the importance of regularly 
reviewing the financial performance of your utilities and 
ensuring that your rates provide sufficient revenue. In 
addition, John will discuss the role that a cost of service 
and rate design study can have in ensuring your rates are 
providing revenue stability and appropriately recovering your 
costs from customers.

Optimizing Electric Distribution Systems 
Amid Increase of Connected Renewable
Energy Sources
Schweitzer Engineering Labs
Jon Larson, Technical Manager 
Jain Kuriakose, Engineering Manager

This session will focus on the challenges to modern 
electric distribution systems with the increase of connected 
renewable energy resources. We will discuss solutions to 
protect, restore, and optimize the distribution system. We will 
also discuss microgrid systems.

WEDNESDAY MARCH 19, 3-4:45 PM







Headline Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors

1310 Point Street, Baltimore, MD 21231	
https://www.constellationenergy.com

P.O. Box 1748, Hickman, NE 68372
https://www.farabeemechanical.com

4300 NE 34th Street, Kansas City, MO 64117
https://www.voltyx.com

First National Tower, Suite 3700, Omaha, NE 68102	
https://www.mcgrathnorth.com

3716 Old Highway 30 W, Grand Island, NE 68803
https://gppowerllc.com

3800 Paluxy Drive Suite 540, Tyler, TX 75703
https://www.inhanceutilities.com

12201 Sunrise Valley Dr. Reston, VA 20192
https://www.firstnet.com

900 17th Street N.W. Suite 500-A
Washington , D.C. , 20006

https://washingtonenergylaw.com

1403 Harney St., Suite 200, Omaha, NE 68102	
https://sandhillsenergy.com



Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

2106 S. Riverside Road, St. Joseph, MO 64507
https://www.altec.com

1248 O St., Suite 1040, Lincoln, NE 68508	
https://www.forvis.com

7490 Bush Lake Rd Minneapolis, MN 55439
https://www.hmcragg.com

13015 West Custer Ave., Butler, WI 53007	
https://www.istate.com

33 Inverness Center Parkway, Birmingham, AL 35242	
https://www.jjkane.com

74408 Road 433, Smithfield, NE 68976	
https://www.jkenergyconsulting.com

704.225.7864	
https://www.katamatech.com

3404 South 11th St., Council Bluffs, IA 51501	
https://melleninc.com

1324 N. Oliver Road Newton, KS 67114	
https://midwesttransformer.com

104 Townpark Dr, Kennesaw, GA 30144	
https://gasauthority.com

1414 15th St., Columbus, NE 68601	
https://www.ne-fcu.org

11002 Sapp Bros. Dr., Omaha, NE 68138	
https://nmccat.com

401 S 21st St, Lincoln
https://nelnet.com/

4118 Howard Blvd. Columbus, NE 68601	
https://rvwinc.com

2727 North Loop West, Houston, Texas 77008
https://www.quantaservices.com 

3320 James Rd, Suite 300, Grand Island, 
Nebraska, 68803
https://premierclean.energy 

9915 S. 148th Street, Omaha, NE 68138
https://www.sappbros.net/petroleum

105 Arch Street, Suite 200, Cloquet, MN 55720
http://www.selinc.com

8000 Purfoy Rd Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526
https://www.te.com

1922 S MLK Jr. Drive, Temple, TX 76504
https://sunbeltsolomon.com

1550 East Republic Road Springfield, MO 65804	
https://tothassociates.com

1128 Lincoln Mall Suite 200 Lincoln, NE 68508-2878	
https://unicogroup.com

1 W Court Square, 5th Floor, Decatur, GA 30030	
https://www.wellsfargo.com

13535 F St, Omaha, NE 68137
https://buy.wesco.com

330 S 21st St. Lincoln, NE 68510
https://www.allocommunications.com

1695 7th Avenue, Grafton, WI 53024
https://ampwr.com

818 P Street – Suite 100 Lincoln, NE 68508
https://farris-usa.com/

11605 N. Community House Rd., Suite 500
Charlotte, NC 28277
https://www.pfm.com

601 P Street, Lincoln, NE 68508	
https://www.olsson.com

13522 S 220th St, Gretna, NE 68028
https://www.nebraskageneratorservice.com

404 W 8th St., Suite 2
Kearney, NE 68845
https://www.resco1.com

3010 E. Battlefield Suite A 
Springfield, MO 65804
https://healylawoffices.com

1601 W. 2nd St.
Hastings, NE 68901
https://www.dutton-lainson.com

6312 S. Fiddlers Green Circle Suite 200E
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
https://www.clp-engineering.com

11213 Davenport St., Suite 200
Omaha, NE 68154
https://www.jeo.com

1800 Buerkle Rd.
White Bear Lake, MN 55110
https://emspartnersinc.com
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TRANSMISSION   

Earned by Experience.  UNDERGROUND        

SUBSTATION 

 
 
 
                                                                      
 

                                                                www.gppowerllc.com 

     

 A DIVISION OF GREAT PLAINS POWER LLC.  

                                                                       
                                                                         www.gphydraulicsllc.com 
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We Look Forward to Seeing You Next Year!

2026 NMPP Energy Annual Conference

March 17-19, 2026
Visit our website after this year’s event for more information!

NMPPEnergy.org
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